JUNIOR SCHOOL

WELCOME
‘Education is not the filling of a pail,
but the lighting of a fire’.
With family firmly at the heart, and with

St Leonards offers the children an opportunity

the support of an immensely talented, caring

to experience a breadth of education that

and imaginative team of staff, our ethos at St

encompasses a creative curriculum, a thrilling

Leonards Junior School is simple: to provide

array of sport, music, drama, art, design
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and activities. School should be a place of

innovative education for children aged 5-12.

adventure, and our programme of outdoor
education makes full use of our unrivalled

In a backdrop of testing and assessment in

location set on the stunning St Andrews coast.

UK schools, we have a rare opportunity to
offer children the chance to guide their own

Most important, however, is the happiness of

learning, both in and out of the classroom.

each child. Happy children succeed, and at St

Learning is meant to be fun, and we want

Leonards we place the relationships between
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our children, whilst giving them the chance

our ethos for education.

to explore and experience a feast of exciting
opportunities, both within the classroom and

We are proud to have a team who care deeply

across all areas of school life.

about children, and have a commitment to
finding each individual child’s strengths and

Through our leading curriculum, the

develop their self-esteem.

International Baccalaureate Primary Years and
Middle Years Programme, we foster curiosity,

We would be absolutely delighted to welcome

risk-taking and discovery, skills that will

you and your family to St Leonards in the near

remain with children for life.

future to tour the grounds, meet the staff and,
most importantly the children, who make this
school the special community it is.

COMPASSION AND KINDNESS
Whilst the emphasis on the academic side of
school life is vital, it is the happy atmosphere
of St Leonards which makes an immediate
impact on visitors. Our caring, committed
staff gently guide the children in forming
outstanding relationships with one another,
and the importance we place on traditional
values such as kindness, courtesy and good
manners sit high on our agenda.
Our nurturing environment supports and
builds the children’s understanding of how
they fit into the school community and
wider world. Developing a child’s self-belief
and confidence is crucial in providing an
outstanding education for life, and we truly
feel a happy and confident child will succeed
in all areas of school life.

“Across the school, staff provide
a caring environment which is
enabling children and young
people to feel safe and secure.”
HMI Inspection extract (2017)

CHALLENGING AND INQUIRING
Our highly creative curriculum provides
children with experiences that encourage a
life-long love of learning. Through imaginative
teaching and learning, our pupils are
challenged to think outside the box, have a
fearless approach to making mistakes and
taking their own learning into exciting new
directions.
Aiming high in everything we do sits at the
heart of life inside the classroom, and we are
academically very ambitious for our children.
Within very small class sizes (an average of 15
in a class), we encourage the girls and boys to
build a strong work ethic and to set the bar
high to realise their ambitions.
In the Lower School (Years 1-4), the emphasis
is on raising the children’s literacy and
numeracy levels, and through our phonics,
reading and maths programmes, we build solid
foundations for the children.

“A significant number of children
particularly at the early and
middle stages are working beyond
expected levels in reading and
writing at St Leonards.”
HMI Inspection extract (2017)

In the Middle and Upper School (Years
5-7), we see the children build up a range of
schools necessary for life. Taking risks with
learning, building on exciting knowledge
and understanding, building outstanding
communication, presentation and research
skills will be crucial as they move through
their school careers, and these form the focus
of our curriculum.
Languages (French from Year 1, Latin from
Year 6 and Spanish and German in Year 7)
Art, Drama, Music, PE (including weekly
swimming lessons) and Games are taught
individually by highly qualified specialists.

“The quality of art in the Junior
School is exceptional.”
HMI Inspection extract (2017)

NURTURING AND TRANSFORMATIVE
Schools should be places of joy, laughter,
magical enchantment and pure delight. Our
family focus within a genuinely supportive
environment, is one of our greatest strengths.
This genuinely happy atmosphere permeates
throughout the school and every child is
valued as an individual and learns to live as
part of a community. Teaching staff know
every child, and the Head and class teachers
monitor every child’s academic and personal
progress.
A culture of praise runs through the heart
of the school, and through encouragement,
confidence and self-esteem come naturally.
Our house system generates a sense of belonging
and team spirit, and we have developed a ‘team
every each’ child system for our pastoral care,
whereby issues can be picked up swiftly and
dealt with through compassion and kindness.
Our relationship with parents is vital to achieve a
total community at St Leonards, and the Head
operates an ‘open door’ policy at all times to
encourage parents to take a full part in their
son / daughter’s schooling. A flourishing
PA supports this mission, and it is widely
recognised a successful and happy education
has to be achieved through a trusting and honest
relationship between the school and home.

“There’s a feeling of belonging and
family environment. Driven by the
empowerment of older children to
work with and support the younger
ones in both play and work.”
Current parent

IMAGINATIVE AND ENERGETIC
Our thriving extra-curricular programme
supports the importance of giving children and
proper childhood, and plays an important part
of school life.
Our ‘Sport for all’ ethos at St Leonards offers
opportunities on the games field for all pupils.
Good sportsmanship is taught together with
the acquisition of skills across all major sports:
football, rugby, tennis, rounders, netball, lacrosse,
cricket, golf and athletics. Also on offer are
swimming, judo, gymnastics and dance.
We are fortunate to enjoy extensive sports
pitches, an indoor swimming pool, squash
courts, tennis courts, AstroTurf and indoor
sports hall.
Every child has a minimum of 6 PE / Games
sessions each week, and there are many
opportunities to represent the school in weekly
competitive fixtures. Golf is taken seriously at
St Leonards, and our Director of Golf (also
a professional for the Links Trust) oversees
an exciting and ambitious programme of golf
instruction, competitions and tournaments
on one of the world-famous courses in
St Andrews.

The Creative Arts are equally strong at St
Leonards, with the Music, Drama, Art and
Design Departments offering unrivalled
opportunities and excellence to all children.
Many children learn a musical instrument
and take part in regular informal and formal
concerts. Our three school choirs, corps of
drums and instrumental ensemble perform
regularly, and children are afforded the
opportunity to perform with the Senior School
orchestras and ensembles.
Drama holds a very special place at St
Leonards, with over 90 children taking
part in LAMDA tuition and exams. Every
child performs on stage annually in a
major production, and our pupils learn to
communicate through weekly drama lessons,
debating, poetry and public speaking.
Every year, the Perth Festival attracts many
outstanding entries and performances from
St Leonards Pupils.
Art is exceptional, and our children are
inspired by weekly lessons, art clubs and
regular opportunities to exhibit work.

DYNAMIC AND INSPIRING
Children learn a great deal outside the
classroom, and our commitment to trips,
excursions, and outdoor learning supports
this. As part of our inquiry curriculum, every
class regularly makes use of St Andrews and
the wider area to support their learning.
Regular speakers, authors and scientists come
into school to inspire the pupils, and a range
of residential trips supports the development of
the whole child.

Children have the opportunity to develop
their leadership skills as they move up the
school, and ‘The St Leonards Award’ is in
development which will set a framework
for each child to develop new skills, take on
challenges and serve the community. Through
our love of outdoor learning, children will
learn bush craft skills and be exposed to a
number of opportunities to develop their
confidence, self-belief and team work skills.

Pupils in Year 7 have the opportunity to visit
France to enhance their language skills and
understanding of another culture. Year 6
spend time at a residential adventure activities
camp, and a range of outwards bound and
camping trips operate throughout the year.

In the upper years, children are motivated to
be appointed to positions of responsibility
such as House Captains, School Council
Representative, Eco-Council Representative,
Peer Listener, as well as more informal
opportunities to support one another. Such
roles build confidence in voicing their own
opinions and co-operating with others.

Children assist with charity fundraising events
that tie into their learning, helping them
understand their greater role within society.
“Our family’s favourite event is the
sandcastle competition – the whole
of the Junior School walk down to
the beach and build sandcastles in
teams – a fantastic afternoon of
creativity and fresh air using the
local landscape to its advantage.”
Current parent

INNOVATIVE
St Leonards is very much one school;
close interaction exists between the
Junior and Senior Schools and many of
the facilities are shared. Like their Senior
School colleagues, Junior School pupils
are guided by the enlightening principles
of the International Baccalaureate Learner
Profile: we aim for children to become
communicators, inquirers and thinkers
who are balanced, caring, open-minded,
principled, courageous, knowledgeable
and reflective.
At the top of the school, children in Year
7 are prepared for entry to the Senior
School by sharing the same Middle Years
Curriculum as Years 8 and 9, allowing a
smooth and coherent transition.

“We chose St Leonards because of
its exceptional location, and the
rather idyllic life the children have.
It’s a very beautiful, healthy place,
where they are thriving.”
Current parent

DARE TO BE DIFFERENT
St Leonards is a school where individuality
is celebrated, children can make and learn
from mistakes, and be part of a caring and
compassionate community.
Above all else, it is our aim that pupils should
have a developed sense of who they are and
what they can achieve, and leave every lesson,
day, week, term and eventually the school it’s
this developed self-esteem and confidence that
they can, and have, achieved.
Our passion for learning, happiness and
innovation, and our vision to fashion
imagination and compassion in our children,
cuts right through our school.
We can’t wait to show you.

“St Andrew’s provides an idyllic
backdrop: medieval walls, cathedral
ruins and an in-your-face sea breeze.”
Tatler School Guide 2017
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