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WHAT MAKES OUR 
SCHOOL SPECIAL?

Unrivalled Location: St Leonards is in 
the heart of St Andrews, next to beautiful 
beaches, heritage landmarks, and idyllic 
countryside.  Home to the game of golf 
and Scotland’s first university, and a 
friendly community.

First Class Facilities: A secure campus, 
with all playing fields onsite; a 25m indoor 
swimming pool and a state-of-the-art 
astroturf, a music school and auditorium, 
an art department, a science block and 
a drama studio, boarding houses and a 
school dining room.

Lifelong Learning: We offer an inquiry 
led Primary Years Curriculum, as well as 
over 35 different school activities to enrich 
the typical school day. 

Family Feel: Small classes means dedicated 
teachers and enthusiastic children who 
both share a love of learning.  A school 
where friends are made for life.

And so much more. As Headmaster of  
St Leonards Junior School, I would like 
you to…



IMAGINE YOUR CHILD…

at St Leonards Junior School in the heart 
of an internationally recognised medieval 
town. The historic St Leonards campus is 
surrounded by medieval walls, gardens and  
playgrounds. After recently benefitting 
from a £2.5m redevelopment, it has a 
brand new building complete with new 
classrooms, a new School Hall and new 
activity areas. 

The Junior School is situated in its own, 
dedicated area within the expansive and 
secure St Leonards campus. As well as 
having access to the full range of facilities 
that St Leonards has to offer, Junior School 
children have their own playing fields and 
play areas. 







IMAGINE YOUR CHILD…

studying the St Leonards Primary School 
Curriculum. Children in Years 1 to 6 
follow this programme, focussing on the 
development of the whole child as the 
inquirer, both in the classroom and of the 
world outside. 

The curriculum is a mixture of class based 
and subject based teaching; each lesson 
encouraging children to question, explore 
and communicate.  Maths and English 
are timetabled and taught individually, as 
well as Languages, Art, Drama, Music, PE 
(including weekly swimming lessons) and 
Games sessions. The humanity subjects 
are taught as part of a ‘Unit of Inquiry’, 
learning through themes. Languages are 
introduced from an early age: French 
from Year 1, Latin from Year 6 and other 
Modern Foreign Languages in after-school 
clubs.

Games lessons include Rugby, Hockey, 
Lacrosse, Football, Cricket, Tennis, Golf, 
Swimming and Athletics. 



IMAGINE YOUR CHILD…

playing the bagpipes in the school Pipe 
Band before the Carol Service. 

Practicing golf on the links courses as part 
of their games lesson or in an after school 
activity.

Learning French with a specialist teacher 
twice a week from Year 1, increasing to 6 
language lessons per week in Year 7.

Playing rugby on the beach, representing 
the school in hockey or lacrosse and learning 
to swim once a week in our 25m pool. 
Every child has a minimum of 6 PE sessions 
and weekly fixtures with other schools are 
also organised throughout the school year.

Learning ballet, mastering chess, performing 
Scottish Country Dancing or taking the 
stage in the school play at The Byre Theatre.

“Our family’s favourite event is the 
sandcastle competition – the whole 
of the Junior School walk down to 
the beach and build sandcastles in 
teams – a fantastic afternoon of 
creativity and fresh air using the 
local landscape to its advantage.”
Current parent















IMAGINE YOUR CHILD…

experiencing regular trips and 
excursions, moving learning out of 
the classroom. Pupils in Year 7 usually 
have the opportunity to visit France to 
enhance their language skills and their 
understanding of another culture. Year 6 
classes spend time at a residential adventure 
activities camp in the Scottish Highlands.  
All Years go on regular class visits to places  
in the local area.

Children assist with charity fund raising 
events that tie into their learning, helping 
them understand their greater role within 
society; a highlight being the annual 
sponsored fun run along the West Sands 
beach!

“We chose St Leonards because of 
its exceptional location, and the 
rather idyllic life the children have.  
It’s a very beautiful, healthy place, 
where they are thriving.”
Current parent



IMAGINE YOUR CHILD…

growing as part of a much bigger world. 
St Leonards is very much one school; 
close interaction exists between the 
Junior and Senior schools and many of 
the facilities are shared. Like their Senior 
School colleagues, Junior School pupils 
are guided by the enlightening principles 
of the International Baccalaureate Learner 
Profile: we aim for children to become 
communicators, inquirers and thinkers 
who are balanced, caring, open-minded, 
principled, courageous, knowledgeable 
and reflective.

Within the programme, we have the 
scope to be truly innovative. Learning is 
an exciting and life-long process for our 
children and the curriculum framework 
allows us to accomplish this.

“There’s a feeling of belonging and 
family environment. Driven by the 
empowerment of older children to 
work with and support the younger 
ones in both play and work.”
Current parent







IMAGINE YOUR CHILD…

at the top of the school. Children in Year 
7 are prepared for entry to the Senior 
School by sharing the same Middle Years 
Curriculum, allowing a smooth and 
coherent transition. It is all subject based 
teaching by specialists, and they share the 
Senior School facilities. Transition events 
for Year 7 pupils are held in the last few 
weeks of the Summer Term. 

Boarding places are available in Year 7.  
Boarding has been at the core of life at  
St Leonards since its foundation in 1877 
and the boarding community lies in the 
heart of the school. Options include 
weekly boarding, flexi-boarding and  
full boarding.



If you can imagine your child being part 
of St Leonards Junior School and all the 
wonderful things we have to offer whether 
it is in the classroom, on the stage, on the 
playing fields or in the swimming pool, 
then please arrange to come and meet me 
and look round our school. 

Providing children with a nurturing and 
happy environment where every individual 
is valued, lies right at the heart of my belief 
for education. I look forward to hearing 
from you.

Mr William Goldsmith BA, FRSA, MSc
Headmaster, St Leonards Junior School

“I really love school, I’m really 
having a great time.”
Current pupil
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